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The United Nations University Institute 
on Computing and Society (UNU-CS) is a 
research institute at the intersection between 
information and communication technology 
(ICT) and international development. 

UNU-CS conducts UN policy-relevant research 
and generates solutions, addressing key 
issues expressed in the UN 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development through high-impact 
innovations and frontier technologies. 

Through its research, UNU-CS encourages 
data-driven and evidence-based actions 
and policies to achieve the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).



Ongoing Research Projects

UNU-CS Mission:

• To conduct research by investigating and inventing human-centred information and communication 
technologies (ICT) to address some of the priorities central to the UN.

• To influence and impact policymakers within the UN system and beyond, by encouraging evidence-
based policy and action to create effective solutions to development challenges.

• To nurture the next generation of interdisciplinary computing, information and social scientists, and 
engineers to be thought leaders in the field of ICT for development.

• To embrace the enormous dynamism of the city of Macau and Pearl River Delta region while still 
working globally.
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The ensuing data revolution 
not only holds the potential 
to support and inform action 
towards the realization of the 
UN Sustainable Development 
Goals, it also holds great 
potential to marginalize, 
exclude and misinform. This
research investigates the 
technology-supported 
participation of community-level 
actors and the building of trust 
in social indicators monitoring.

EQUALS is a global multi-
stakeholder partnership to 
promote gender equality 
in ICT access, skills, and 
leadership. The EQUALS 
Research Group focuses on 
generating knowledge about 
the existence, causes and 
remedies for gender tech 
inequalities, and to encourage 
data-driven and evidence-
based action in support of 
digital gender equality.

This research project focuses 
on the use of technology by 
low skilled and semi-skilled 
workers. By drawing from 
findings of a number of case 
and design studies, it analyzes 
how migrants, victims of 
forced labour, and human 
trafficking can use technology 
to empower their situated 
agency and enable them to 
enhance their conditions.
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